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INTRODUCTION

The learning objective of this executive course is to give participants an up-to-date understanding of
the  law and economics  of  the  policy  drivers  of  current  global  trade  conflicts  and WTO reform
proposals put forward by major protagonists to address their concerns. The course focuses on the
strategic challenges confronting the multilateral trade system, many of which centre on managing the
repercussions of the rise of China as a major trade power. The accession of China to the WTO was a
watershed development for the trade regime. Rapid growth by China has led to geopolitical tensions,
both because of its size and its distinct development model.

This course will provide an introduction to the main sources of systemic tension associated with the
rise of China, major gaps in the WTO rule-book and help participants understand key issues that have
led to deadlock in the WTO and a resurgence in aggressive unilateralism by the US. Speakers will
provide a legal, economic and geo-politically informed analysis of the state of play and proposals put
forward to strengthen global rules on the use of industrial policies, including technology transfer
requirements and the behaviour of state-owned enterprises; regulation of e-commerce and digital
trade and invocation of national and economic security concerns to restrict access to markets. The
course will also consider the dispute about the operation of the WTO Appellate Body and possible
scenarios for reform of trade conflict resolution.

 



PROGRAMME

10 JULY

09.15 - 09.30 Opening

Brigid Laffan | Director, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies &
Global Governance Programme, European University Institute

09.30 - 11.00 China and the WTO

Petros Mavroidis | Columbia University

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee break

11.30 - 13.00 Digging into the issues (1): subsidies and state-owned enterprises

Chad P. Bown | Peterson Institute, and Luca Rubini | University of
Birmingham

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch break

14.00 - 15.30 Digging into the issues (2): technology transfer and investment policies

Mark Wu | Harvard University

15.30 - 16.00 Coffee break

16.00 - 17.30 Digging into the issues (3): services trade and digital economy policy spillovers

Martina Ferracane | European Centre for International Political Economy

 

11 JULY

09.30 - 11.00 Special and differential treatment for developing countries: red line or red
herring?

Bernard Hoekman | European University Institute

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee break

11.30 - 13.00 National security exceptions: mutually assured destruction?

Craig Vangrasstek | Harvard Kennedy School

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch break

14.00 - 15.30 Dispute settlement: understanding and resolving the Appellate Body dispute

Robert McDougall | Centre for International Governance Innovation

15.30 - 16.00 Coffee break

16.00 - 17.30 Alternative paths to sustaining cooperation: improving transparency

Robert Wolfe | Queen’s University

(Video conference)

 



12 JULY

09.30 - 11.00 Competition-informed approaches to managing negative policy spillovers

Douglas Nelson | Tulane University

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee break

11.30 - 13.00 Alternative paths to sustaining cooperation: plurilateral cooperation?

Bernard Hoekman | Euroepan University Institute

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch break

14.00 - 15.30 Assignments for group work

15.30 - 16.00 Coffee break

16.00 - 17.30 Presentation of group work

17.30 Distribution of participation certificates
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